





the soil and break the draught up the canyons

should be preserved. It is the only logical thing .

to do. The canyons should be bridged where
crossed, for if filled they will give trouble some-
time,—when the culvert below is clogged up or
worn out the water will go its old way and take
the fill along. By using the sides of these ravines
for roads (Fig. 1) and reserving the canyons
for semi-public parks their value and beauty
can be preserved and their use as building sites
made impossible. Filled land is never safe for
building.

Between the canyons the water has molded
the hills,—rocky steeps, earthen slopes. Roads
to be stable, economical and useable should
follow contour lines,—this prevents sliding of
land, minimizes expense of retaining walls, and,
because of curves, discourages the wind. The
roads should be of normal width on levels but

narrow on steeper hillsides to avoid heavy fills.

The steep parts can be handled in various
ways,—terraced on two levels as on Hearst Ave.,
divided into narrow ways for driving with foot
paths above and below and connecting steps for
pedestrians, as in Claremont.

To hold the soil and act as wind-breaks there
is nothing so cheap or so good as trees. The
few native trees that have survived centuries
of fire and flood lived because they had chosen
the best places. They should be jealously pre-
served. Bend the road, divide the lots, place
the houses to accommo-
date them. Fic. 4
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invisible wire fence as by the
disfiguring solid board fence
which can be seen from the
Golden Gate and only frames
glaringly what it was built to
hide.
Hillside Architecture is
Landscape Gardening around
a few rooms for use in case of
 rain,—a dining porch on the
southeast, a sleeping porch on the northeast, a
play ground court on the east and an observation
rch on the west, but room to move and to
breathe. (Fig.7) _

If it is a possible thing to do choose wide
lots. Do without something else, but do not
come fifteen miles and climb six hundred feet
go live on a slice of land against your neighbor’s
ence.

Once the lot is bought, “use what is there.”
Avoid cutting into the hill; avoid filling up the
hollow. The man who wants a square house on
one floor on a flat lot does not belong on the
hillside.

Build around the hill on contour lines (Fig.
8) or step the house up against the hill, one
story above and back of the other. (See cover.)
The correctly planned hillside house is parallel
not perpendicular to the slope. It avoids the
wind by hugging the hill, is firm and enduring
because braced against it.

California climate demands a certain style
of building. The roofs are to shed rain, but
not snow; the windows are to let in all the
sunlight possible, not to keep out heat,—large

openings, roofs of low pitch for Berkeley,—and

the roofs made to look well from above.

Houses simply built, depeading on the
natural projections and their shadows for the
ornamental effect, show a variety of light and
shade when seen from a distance and need no







